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ALTHOUGH It may seem ridiculousto% spend thousands of dollarsannually to prevent one

little moth egg that could pass
through the eye of a cambric needle
from entering: the country, the machineryof the Departments of Agriculture,
State. Treasury and Post Office are cooperatingto keep out that little pest,
the pink cotton boll-worm.
The same agencies are united to excludeby quarantine diseased potatoes,

trees, shrubs and plants, and in so doingare accomplishing far more than
one would think toward holding down
>be c**'. cf living.

*
* *

The "general staff" which conducts
the defense against plant disease is
known as the federal horticultural
board and is composed of five high officialsof appropriate bureaus of the Departmentof Agriculture.

All along the fertile valley of the
Nile, where the luxuriant Egyptian cottongrows, planters are more worried
over the nuinous work of the pink boll.I- «K.1» * than tka.r

are over the greater devastation of the
European war.

In the consternation caused by the
loss of a fifth of their crop they have
thrown up the barriers and are excludingall foreign cotton.an unnecessary
measure against the pest, with its life
cycle of destruction so firmly in possessionof their fields; but directed against
any further insect invaders.
The pink boll-worm was taken to

Egypt from India, where its wretched
family billions are still leaving their
baleful impress.
The tiny egg is deposited by the

mother moth upon the growing plant
leaf, which becomes the food of the
larvae, emerging in ten days from the
egg. Thence it eats its way into the
heart of the cotton boll, where in this
destructive stage it spends about twentydays, until full grown, when it is
nearly half an inch long.

It has been feeding upon the cotton
eeds. and when aboyt to transform

into the pupa and become a moth again
It occupies the hull, from which it has
devoured the kernel. The worm's pinkishcolor and its place of living havt
given it the name "pink boll-worm."

*
* *

In about two weeks more the moth
merges, a fragile insect about threequartersof an inch in expanse, now a

grayish brown color with darker
spiotcnes. in tnree or four clays it
deposits its eggs and lives ten days or

more: doing harm all its life and leavingbehind it a multiplied evil succession.
While the annual yield of American

Sea Island cotton, the best in the world.
Is by no means enough to make all the
spool cotton, automobile tires and other
textiles requiring a grade better than
that of ordinary upland cotton, it is
somewhat surprising to learn that 200.060bales of Egyptian cotton contaminatedby the pink boll-worm are importedwith impunity to the United
States.
This was made possible by a systemof fumigation originated by the

board and worked out on a commercial
scale by its experts, by which every
bale is disinfected before distribution.
The cotton.a couple of hundred

bales at a time.is placed in a greathorizontal cylinder of heavy structural
steel, hermetically sealed and then the
air is pumped out until there is almost
a vacuum within. Hydrocyanic acid
gas is then admitted, and although the
bales are compressed before shipment
until they are almost as hard as blocks
f wood, it penetrates the cotton so

Reviews of
THE ELEMENTS OF THE GREAT

WAR: Tkr Meeoad Phase; The Battle
»f the Maroe. By Hilaire Belloc.
New York: Hearst's International
Library Company.

MR. BELLOC'S study of the
battle of the Marne is an

analysis of that event from
the military standpoint. It
is a aescripnon or rne iormationof the contending forces, of

their moves and counter moves. It is
an impersonal and technical discussion
whose purpose is to show the miscalculationsof the German higher command,a miscalculation by which the
Germans lost this battle, to their permanentmaterial and moral disadvantage.By the uSe of a series of diagramsand the tersest of simple speech
Mr. Belloc reconstructs this action, to

Indicate the general type of this battle,to point out the elements of its
decision in the three separate movementswhich combined to the whole
result. "Never before," says the writer,"did such superiority of force fully
deployed, and enjoying similar or superiorarmament to its inferior enemy.suffer defeat from numbers so

much smaller than Its own." This is
one of the reasons why a purely tacticalstudy of the battle of the Marne
is of prime importance to military history.And the pith of the whole situationon the western front has been
no more than an extension of the
Marne. This latter fact gives the actionits inner content of meaning, just
as the disposition and movements of
the forces give it form. The aim of
this writer was to treat this most momentousof battles purely as a military
problem. It is a contribution to militaryhistory of prime importance. This
volume is the second in a series projectedby Mr. Belloc for the purpose
of making analysis of the elements of
the great war.

THE *A* AGAVXftT THE STATE. A
collection of essays by Herbert
Spencer. Edited by TTuitun Beale.
New York: Mitchell Kennerley.

The political student will find this an

Invaluable book, original in its con*'

i* «_ i_
Cfpnun anu bb uiicirauiiK aa u «a »nstrvictive.Mr. Beale, in order to meet
a clearly defined purpose, gathered togethercertain or Herbert Spencer's essayson political theory, and to these
he added the critical comment and interpretationof such publicists and
thinkers as William Howard Taft,
«~Uarle» W. Eliot. Klihu Root. Henry
Cabot I^odge. David Jayne Hill, NicholasMurray Butler, E. H. Gary. Harlan
Stone and Augustus Gardner The clear
political thinking of Spender, brought
to bear by thin competent body of
commentators upon a recent trend in
American politics, sums to a trustworthybody of political knowledge
for this country and to a stimulating
and hJghly informing study of generalprinciples applied to a special case.
It Is. in effect, an argument against the
Increase of officialism, against the tendencyto rush into an excess of legislation.It is an urge toward a reasoningconservatism. Original in plan and
highly worthy in purpose and execution.the book constitutes an admirable
study for the use of the student of our
political theory and^practlce.
AMERICA AND THEWEW EPOCH. By

Charles P. Stelnmets. A. M. Ph. D.
New Tork: Harper & Bros.

Tha "ncpr epoch" to w*iich Mr. Stelnmetrpoints here is the epoch of cooperation,that logical sequence of the
powers of organisation, which are developingso rapidly and expansively
uador the influence of an Industrial Individualism.The great war is merely
symptomatic of failure to pass in rsady
adaptation from a highly indlviduallsv
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that all animal life, including bollwormsin every stage, becomes extinct
in less than an hour and the cotton can
be sent without possibility of spreading
infection to any mill for manufacture.

*
*

There are only four of these fumigatingtanks in the country, one at
each of the four ports of entry for cot-
ton.New lork, Newark. N. J.; Boston
and San Francisco. They are under
private ownership and are run as a

business proposition, a charge being
made for each bale of cotton sterilized.
The plant at Newark was built for its
owner's accommodation by one of the
great manufacturers located there, as

he uses vast quantities of the Egyptian
product in making spool cotton.
Although privately operated, these

tanks are under the closest of governmentinspection. The bales must
be left in the receiving chambers a

certain time; the poisonous gas must
be of a positive strength; the appliancesand chemicals tested and every
precaution must be taken to evacuate
the gas without risk of life to the men
operating the plant.
One shipment of the infested cotton

seed.and it is believed to be the only
one.is known to have entered this
country, and that was before the quarantinewas established. This lot was
taken to Arizona, where a state quarantinewas in force; the infestation
was detected and the whole lot burned.
It is believed that the pink pest has
not succeeded in running the blockade.
Since July, 1913, the board has quarantinedall cotton seed from foreign

countries, and has intercepted several
lots, all found to be infested with the
pink boll-worm.
One of the most pressing matters now

under the board's attention is the over-

sight of potatoes coming into the coun- .

try to make up the 60,000,000-bushel
shortage in the American crop.
Naturally, our Canadian neighbor

A

New Books E
tic state into a co-operative one. it is ^
a prodigious misplacement incident to
sudden transition. The French revolutionalso was the monstrous jar caused
by the sudden breaking away from
absolutism into individualism. Mr. gjSteinmetz makes a practical study of
the essence of co-operation in its ap- n

plication to social and business life in n
this country. In everyday detail he a,
shows the workin g out of business cooperationdescribing its consistent arid
logical character, pointing to its ad- a

vantages, and showing how this, too. M
is but a step toward a co-operative ir
state. Mr. Steinmetz is a socialist, <>;
with more than the average socialist's v
notions of a working program for his s«

plan or a co-operative democratic f'
state. An impressive part of this study tr
is that In which the writer points out It
that these great epochs arrive; that h
those nations and people that adapt »<

themselves to these successive new K
ordeis survive and advance, while those h
that rigidly resist or fail to recognize si
the change promptly lose their chance it
and perish. The study, in sum, con- o
sists of a simple application of the o

principles of the co-operative state to H
the republicanism of America. F

s<
A SHEAF. By John Galsworthy, au- tl

thor of "Fraternity," etc. New York:
Charles Scribner's Sons. T

This is a sheaf of pleas, with now and
then a protest thrown in. A larger
kindness among men and toward every
live thing is the' essence of these essays.Under this flexible theme Mr. f.(

Galsworthy talks about prisons and tl
laws, about peace and war, about the
position of women, and about the great n,
fields to be opened anew after the war. a
He says some things, too, about arii-

'

rnahs, things that should have a wide
reading for the sake of our daily atti- o:

tudes toward these. Among these he re- jc
fleets on the sportsman's joys, on the \v
vivisection of dogs, the slaughter of a:
animals for food, on performing ani- jr
mals, to which he might have added a tl
word on the enforced domestication of t,
wild animals for purposes of exhibition, p,
When he reaches the war, Mr. Gals- h
worthy looks at it from many points Ci
of view, but always faced upon the o

hope of lasting peace. After one has h
had about so much to say in behalf of c]
peace and kindness he trust expect to h
be set off as a sentimentalist. But stur- t!
dier stuff, saner and more decent concernfor the people and things brought k1
under consideration here, cannot he c<
found than in this sheaf of pleas and a

admonitions. c«

MI LTITI'DK AM> SOLITI I)Ki A y,
\o%eI. By John Maseflehl. author of
"The Kverlasting Mercy," etc. New j,
York: The Macmillan Company. ,1

This Masefleld novel made its first
appearance several years back. Be- n
tween that date and the present one u

imagines it standing around rather out J*
of things, so to speak. For this is a °

record of the quest of an ideal. To be *

sure, it was at that time, as it has ^
been at all times, no unheard-of thing
for one to possess an ideal and to pursueit. But the social vision, as against
the individual one, is. in any general
sense, a very recent development. And 0
since it is the social ideal with which
this story has to do. it has been com- ^
pelled to wait till now fon its fullest y
and most sympathetic acceptance. Five j,
of the twelve chapters here give a
realistic narrative of two men ailven-
turing into Africa to fight the sleemng r<
sickness, that scourge^of the native. fi.
The seven chapters leading up to this a
adventure describe in thoughtful elab- j,
oration the spiritual rebirth of Roger <

Naldrett, successful writer and self- \
satisfied man of the world. A deep and c
sudden personal loss drove Naldrett w
into himselrin a quest of the realities v.
and permanencies of his own existence.
These he found to he identical with <:
those of all men. He emerged from h
this self-searching in bond to a social s
obligation, which, under the urge of t<
certain mystical and romantic influ- a

> ences, he sought to fulfill, ip part, by t
this humanitarian mission into Africa, h
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beautiful Ireland forms a back- George
round for one part of this story, and. dozen p
ive for a touch of London life, the of wit
eird fascination of native Africa sur- dull, so

junds the rest of it. them pi
This is

HE TI'RTLKS OF TAHMAN. r?y Jack they coi
London, author of "The Pall of the T*-rhune
Wild," etc. New York: The Mac- readabl#
millan Company. these s;.

i n g fra i
This is a volume of London short
tories, told in the robust and direct SIXTY
lanner that makes Jack London so ]\ n*
>uch of a joy to readers who want York
ction in plenty, with a touch of hazard

^ ^
ere and there-, and the glow of youth e

nd strength upon it all. The title '*cnt

tory is that of two brothers, one liv- "° back
tg his lire up hour by hour, with nosts tury, v.
f friends, and a wide-world lust of a'i- Kan to
enture. The other took his pl.asure
edately, gathered from all sources Plays <>

>r that rainy day that grudges a mo- all was
lent of present joy. A little problem day. to<
irks here, but one solves it by taking in her
is choice according to his own per- "Jack
r>nal temperament and views. "The point 01

dernity of Forms" is a very skillful with th
andling of a hallucination, really the sixty y
fiadow of»a crime. "Told in the Drool- dramati
:g Ward" takes one to the very inside tion. K
f a home for feeble-minded folks. long p
ne reads this in spite of himself. "The graphic
fobo and the Fairy." "The Prodigal this cri
ather and "The First Poet" are good Charles
econds to the three leading stories of pany t
lis volume. each ta

half cei
HE WINGED VICTORY. By Sarah actor tl
Grand, author of "The Heavenly vtni w;
Twins," etc. New York: D. Appleton greatesi

& Co. ever se<

This is the story of Ella Banks. Ella Qarrick
anks is the obscure and unacknowl- of this
dged daughter of a great duke. At *>f this c

le climax of this story she becomes g
le wife of her father's son. In fo rest, th*
lonstrous an exigency heroic measures ports,
re demanded. So a vicious horse fowse

causesills the youth, who is the new hero stage i
f the old Oedipus legend. It is a cessorie
>ng story, and a dull one, lumbere/l which h
ith labored descriptions, developed recent >
long illogical lines and cumbered with m:jtic c

npossible situations. A lacemaker ot of thou*
le peasant class, the girl is suddenly n»*r of t

arisportcd to J^ondon by some sup- study t
osedly subtle hocus-pocus of the duke, inforn.ii
er father. There in one of his at;F;stralhomes she becomes the head
f a glorified shop, with priceless ThS'omemade laces as her stock. The *'»u

uke, still blatantly artless, cajoles his cvirrlSS
igh-caste family into a patronage of fMI

*4 PMtrihli«hmotit Th»«n t)in.>ua.' 1

eries of wholly unbelievable circumtancesand situations. Ella Banks pro- knowl' <
eeda to capture London with a beauty ,OS(, jsnd grace and culture that must have "

>me straight from heaven, since there 1 ^a
re no known ways by which sh ; could the oth
ave gained her superb aplomb on orirth. There is just one really credible

.. ...

uman being in this tale.that is the 1 ve

uchess, the duke s wife A feeble tiny dol
reature.so the duke thinks.but she, coj,espite this handicap, speedily strikes the (j.i
le trail of her noble lord and. coming young,p alongside, behaves with an Intel- \)e
gence and a kindliness that seem more "Well
r less out of gear with the general an<j ty,e;eblei«ess of her surroundings ^n(j tht
l l"kh\VOMI:n. Uy Albert Paysiwi hn'tfon '

Terhune. New York: Moffat, Yard "This^('°* end 1 s
In the snappy newspaper vernacular as^she
f a good reporter making copy out of buesterday's suffragette parade or last myself.'
ear's V. A. R. congress, Albert Ter- " 'I*'1
une here recites the histories of a doz- P161!6*!'
a famous enchantresses of the past. It }.on'J .

a disillusioning process. Newspaper lau&n a

*alism is an exacting medium for the
uperwoman. Legend and history, rosy
nd accommodating so long as they retainin their own remote purlieus, be-
ome wan and unyielding under the |M|fATTlissouri test of the present. The pro- M/ll greession is a good deal of a motley
'herein beauty is often lacking, and ..V,it, and youth, the three supposed es- "Frien<
entials of female lure for the male. Is ugly,
leopatra is a red-haired, snub-nosed UH alwa^oyden larking 'o nights around the "i am"
treets of Alexandria with Mark An- times. I
ony. Ninon de L/Enclos 14 a siren of as an ar
ixty, as is also Mme. Jumel, coy dis- lovers ki
urber of the peace of both Alexander ing but
lamilton and Aaron Burr. Barring donkey's

t
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Sand, not another one of the
os^esses any uncommon degree ^

SSiHE % MAS COUNTEI
the "super" quality by which 'J
ne together in this volume. Mr.

has made very bright and
; stuiT out of the pow rs of S"? SjHEN the groups of touris
iperwomen and the correspond- \\ A\ /r who daily view the oper;
Hv of their gentleman friend*. MM Uon8 Sam.s Kre;

YEARS OF THE THEATER* ** money-making factory, tl
Md Critic'* Memories. By John bureau of engraving and printing, ga
ten Towse Illustrated New wonderi , at . njmbl. fingers
Funk & \V agnails t ompan>. the women who count bills mountii
company of this wayside stu- m,]lions of dollars each day wi
the stage one is permitted to th(, dext,.rity .f w,,. reKulated m

to thfe middle of the last can- ..hlnerv. thev have doubtless seen, pe
hen. a.s a lad, John Towse be- ,

,.
naps commented upon, the flying fin

naunt the famous pantomime
- , ,... ... e

a ''ttle woman who sits plea
f London. That first visit of

1

..
««nti\ near a window with a wondero

on an April day, on a birth- r

>. when Lydia Thompson, then
* °,r "ver and the \i

teens, was the happy hero of "ills beyond,
the Gfant Killer." From that *

ne comes on up to the present * *

is writer wly>, for forty of his Next time they enter the bureau th
ears of stage study, whs the In;.y carfl to , k in ft, lhi
c critic of a New York publica- .

again ni mis nit

very considerable actor of that a,,' 0rd;ng to the-officials

eriod here receives the bio- the bureau and careful search
and professional attention that records of various departments she h

itic considers his d'K*. From th.. ... .. ,

Kean and the- Haymarket com-
l " being the worn;

o Johnston Forbes-Robertson, u'ho has served the longest continuo

kes his allotted place in this term of years of any woman in t

itury of dramatic art. Of one government
le writer says: "Tommaso .Sal-
is not only incomparably the Mrs. I.mily Rollings at her de

t actor and artist whom I have trous task of counting United Stat

iL' proha^dt'.^sdnceUthe * days** of rre"Cy °Ut' ,he vi8itor

Salvtni marks th" high tide the "ur<ka'* will be surprised to no

draniatic appraisal The whole that she looks littie over middle at

ritical summary is keyed to the Her term of nearly fifty-three years

hat the play has greatly de- «.,.rvi,.4. f.,. ..
service 101 I nele Sam has evident

ince the time or Ma«.Teaay, tor- ...

' Keann. the Hooths. the Daven- dealt lightly with her. for she is qui

*n<J their cotemnoraries. Mr. as rapid in her work as her younge
defines the conditions and the companion in industry,
that have led to this backward
novement, save in scenic ac- %vas during: the trying days of t:

s and light drama, both of civil war. to bo exact, December
ie admits have advanced within lsG."', that Mrs. Rollings' entered t

ears. Long experience in dra- service of the 1'nited States gover
riticism. an independent mode merit as a widow of twenty-five yea

iht and a freshly original ma::- of age. She lias served it faithful

speech combine to make this a and well ever since.

nat is highly interesting and Mrs. Rollings' w dded happiness hi
been brief; married i»n 15>o6, she w;

widowed two years litter, and. obligi
to make her own wstfv in the worl

y Swallow the Defeats. °LX.lnT
ETHKI. BARliVMORE said at as 10 femininity.

The work of engraving and printir
dinner in New York: . the government's paper money, bond

official war bulletins never ac- checks, drafts, stamps and all in

lap ; defeat. Well, that, 1 sup- I'ortant documents printed from ei

graved plates was in those early da:
human nature. ..,jl f]on,. jn the Treasury i>epartmen
ve a party to some little girls and it was there that the young wido

er day, and. when the cake >«»»" "<*' H-rvlee in the numberir
. ^

division as an operator of one of tl
t. I said to the children. hand machines which in those ol

put in this cake a coin, a days numbered the currency and note

1 and a button. Whoever gets She served in that division for fort:
... ... "inht years, hut flee; V;;ars "Ko "he w;

\ AVV/, &"v*7 iirouKhi mio me nuiidw.|jnnuuS u

1 will be married very. \ery vjPion ()f {he bureau, ^nd since th
But whoever gets the button has p,.rv,.,i as an examiner of the cu

an old maid: rency. Four notes ar<* on every she*
the cake disappeared rapidly, jeh passes through the press f<

little Kills soon found the coin the p,.riH| the Treasury numbe
» doll- The button, however, an(j those numbers must be scanned f<
o turn up. Nobody got the lhelr ;iccuracy.

amazed me, and at the party's *
^

taid to my favorite little girl
was taking leave: Each sheet of four notes is examine

n't understand what became of twice by the examiner, who makes tl
tton, for I" put it in the cake K<;rutir»y of the -serial numbers wit

tell you.' the little girl stam- practiced rapidity; at the second pas;

with a blush. 'I dot the but- ing.of the notes through her hanc
t I didn't want everybody to jier ,ye notes the Treasury number f<
t me, so I swallowed it.'" |ts correctnesa. The work Cf exam

nation is done so rapidly that the it

Truth. nocent bystander mistakes the exam

nation of the note for the mere coun:
HEW HALE, the Boston pro- ing. Mrs. Rollings' trained hands ar

ssive leader, said in a political eyes fly over the sheets with the dej
terity of machinery, and she make

, . . .. A
the double examinations of from 4,0(

Js. let us tellthe truth. The truth to 4,500. sheets a .lay with apparei
grotesque, unpleasant. Still, let ease.

/a tell it."Mrs. Rollings is an exceedingly a<

a stickler for the truth at all tive woman." said the chief of her d
dealists paint hoi>e. for example, vision, "and, so far as the work is cor

igel in a nightgown, but we truth cerned, she does as much as any of tl
now well that hope is really noth- younger women in the room. Tl
a wisp of hay held before a same amount of work is laid out U
nose to make him go." her each morning as for the other e:

\
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VG TANK IN THE EXPERIMENTAL. LAB
BUILT AFTER THIS MODEL.

wishes to share in the high prices, and
I his crop is wanted here; hut the board

says: "No diseased stock may be
entered."

*
* *

Accordingly, this working plan has
been agreed upon between the twc
countries; Canada may send potatoes
free from injurious disease and insect
pests to ports of entry designated by
this country. On arrival the tubers
are examined by federal inspectors, and
if found to be infected are returned
to the consignors at their expense. Potatoesare coming into the country in
such quantities that, although in the
main they are all right, carloads are

sent back almost every day.
A disease known as potato wart or

canker having broken out in Great
Britain, Germany arid Austro-Hungary,
the department issued its proclamationforbidding absolutely the importationof potatoes from other countries.
Another thing which the board is

fighting is the importation of any
nursery stock which carries the white
pine blister rust, a tree disease destructiveof both ornamental and forestpines.
This blight may be carried by all five

leaved pines from Europe. Asia, Canada
and Newfoundland and all gooseberries
and currants from Canada. Their importationis absolutely prohibited.
Cotton seed, except from some parts

of Mexico: the seed of alligator pears
from Mexico and Central America, livingcanes of sugar, all citrous nursery
stock (oranges, lemons, etc.). all Indiancorn or maize from oriental countriesand some less important plant
products may not be imported at all,
because each is likely to carry some

disease which thus far has not broken
out in our native plants. This rule
is inst as reasonable as It is to ore-

J vent the landing of passengers from
some port known to bg full of such infectiousdisease as th6 bubonic plague.
These plant quarantines cover the

F. stock found in certain localities pr
certain diseased plants, but the oxerh
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of MRS. EMILY ROLLINGS, WHO HAS

iy HALF A

tfc aminers, and she does it as rapidly
st and as well as they do. She is a modelemploye, being absolutely reliable

in all she undertakes, never absent
_

from her desk except when on annual
5, leave, and she asks no favors because
he of her age or the distinction she has

justly won by her long term of serv'sice."
Mrs. Rollings' appearance decidedly

belies her seventy-eight years of life,
l(l and she might easily pass for twenty
as years younger than her toll of the sea'<!sons. Perhaps it is the cheerful, kindlynature which radiates from the little
'1 woman which performs the miracle.
to She is modest as to herself and to her

distinction, and it was with some difAcuitythat she could be made to talk
Is. of her long tenure of office.
1 "Yes. I believe T am the woman who

has been longest in the service of the
government," she said recently, "and I

d. am really very proud to be so. I have
u rarely lost a day in the fifty-three

years of work, although I have, of
*e course, had my thirty dayu of annual

leave, and been glad to get them. I
s- think we all need that respite from the
V- round of continuous duty of one kind.

T generally go away from Washington
1_ for half of my leave; but, do you know,
n when T stay at home with nothing deff-inite to do 1 long to get back to my
l work? It has become second nature

^r with me. and I could hardly now live
r. without it."
>r *

fi *

"Then you evidently do not feel that

^ it has been a hardship to have passed
a lifetime in office work?"

je

h "No indeed. I feel thankful that I

have had this work, and that I am still

Js able to do it. I suppose that work is

)r
more of a natural inclination to some

than to others. '.To me it has rarely

j_
been a burden, and I have had plenty
of it. Year after year I have worked

t_ overtime, but that is past for me now.

id I can do as good a day's work of eight
t- hours as the youngest gir^ here, but I

cannot work overtime any more. Yes,
I can say in all sincerity that my more

than half a hundred years of work
2- have been pleasant years to me, and I
i- have been thankful for them,
l- "I have had the best of health, and
le that helps more than anything else to
le make work light, I think," remarked
>r the old lady. "I have always tried to
t- take the best care of my health possi-

- » >.
? >
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sight of the board is extended to regulatethe entry of all woody and certair
other plants and seeds imported.
Nearly all European and some other

foreign countries maintain a rigid inspectionservice of their nursery stock,
and importations from those placet
are allowed on permits Issued to the
importer by the department of agricul1ture. This involves a certificate by the
foreign inspection service that the
plants are free from disease and insecl
pests, whereupon they are admitted
through the customhouses, and maj
be sent to any state in the Union.

*
* *

The plants, however, are not free fot

delivery, for nearly every state maintainsan inspection service which calif
for the examination of all imported
seeds and plants. The results of tht

inspection are reported by the statt
examiners to the board, together with
the action, which in case of s^riouf

pest or disease is the destruction ol
the plants.
This state inspection is generally

very thorough, and may be enforced by
the board, if not kept up to the standard,by establishing a quarantine
against the products of that state.
No importations of seeds or plants are

permitted from countries which do n"t
maintain an inspection service, except
in very small quantities for experimentalpurposes, and then the board
will grant a special permit upon which,
after satisfactory federal inspection,
they may be entered.
Formerly many seed^ and plants,

samj ies of cotton and the like, were

sent in through the mails.a very convenientway for all concerned. The
board, however, has, with regret, abol-
isneu ii. uctdust; it «» i«.«.»

spect the packages in the mail: and no
matter how careful The senders were,
the contents were liable to carry infections.If the senders were careless, the
danger was very great. Egyptian cottonseeds sent through the mails were
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SERVED IXCLE SAML MORE THAN
CEJJTIRY.

bio. 1 have inade it a lifelong rule to
go early to bod and enjoy a goad
night's rest, and 1 have always taken
plenty of exercise. I get up early in
the morning: and 1 still make it a rule
to walk to my work, although I live
nearly a mile from the bureau. I <lo
not try to walk home at the close of
the day's work. I am satisfied to take
a street car in the afternoon.

"I was born and reared right in
Washington, and 1 have seen the governmentof the United States grow
from a small and struggling: nation to
one of the greatest powers in the
world, and 1 am proud and grateful to
have taken a part in thai government's
work."
"Would you advise other women to

enter the federal service?" Mrs. Rollingswas asked.
"I most certainly would." was the

emphatic reply. "1 believe that a womanwho has to work is better off in the
service of the American government
than under any other employer in the
world. She is well paid for her work,
and she is treated with ail the considerationshe could desire. have had
nothing but justice and kindness to
record against my long service in this
bureau.

*
* *

"If such a thing comes as pensioning
us old employes," said Mrs. Rollings,
a little wistfully, "1 shall miss my
work very much. It has been so long
with me that I do not know what I
would do without it. At the same time
it seems a just measure, and when it
comes ii win aouutiess oe ior me ucsl

for all concerned."
It was Gen. Francis E. Spinner,

treasurer of the United States from
1861 to 1873, who instituted the employmentof women in the service of
the United States government. In the
spring of 1862 he prevailed upon SecretaryChase to permit him to appoint
a woman to cut and trim United States
Treasury notes. The work .was then
being done with shears in the hands of
men. He appointed Miss Jennie Douglas,and her first day's work sot tied
the matter in her and woman's favor.
According to a small book bearing

the title "Register of Appointments,'*
in the files of the treasurer of the
United States, it is recorded that on

October 9. 1S62, Miss Annie York. Miss

I

World '

found to be contaminated as high M 3#
per cent with the pink boll-worm.
Even for a total abstainer, a physto

cian may order an exception for tha
patient's good. and there is one exceptionto this mailing order. Seeds sn4
plants may be sent to the Department
of Agriculture; for in that case they
are examined by experts, and if dtSe
eased are at once cremated.
The board maintains on the groundg

of the department, near the east wlnb
a small laboratory, where diseased
plants of all kinds are taken. It containsa miniature disinfecting tank,
and is a most valuable adjunct.
The act creating the board provided

that it should consist of five members,
to be designated by the Secretary of
Agriculture, and that they should sarvs
without additional pay.
The Secretary appointed as Its chairman.Mr. Charles L. Marlatt of ths bureauof ethnology; William A. Orton.

vice chairman, of the bureau of plant
industry; (Jeorge B. Sudworth of ths
forest service. Waiter D. Hunter of
ethnology and Karl F. Kellerman. also
of plant industry, the other three members.Mr. Reuben C. Althouse was
named as secretary of the board, and
upon his shoulders and his assistants
fall the details of the office ajid the
execution of the directions of tho
board.

a
* *

The effectiveness of the various quarantines,the satisfactory disinfecting of
cotton, the agreements with foreign
countries on especial subjects, the closingof the foreign markets against
plants, seeds and samples have not been
attained without mature thought and
action by the board; nor without cooperationon the part of the federal departments.theTreasury, through _lts
customhouses; the Post Office; the interior,through the buieau of standards,and the State, through its consularoffices; nor has the plant inspectionservice of the states been lacking.
At first the restrictions were very em«

barrassing to the importers, but the
, hoard has recognixed their troubles
and they, in turn, appreciating the rea
sonableness of the demands, have ac.oepted the situation, and with few exceptionsare very willing to render all

5 possible assistance in excluding any.thing which will injure the country's
interest.

5 That this is not a small thing these
figures from nursery stock importations

: tell: F*or the year ended June 30. 1914
[ 'before the war), there were imported

7,800.000 fruit trees (6.690,000 from
France). 14.630.000 fruit tree stocks,
nearly 2,000 000 rosebushes, 1,600.000 ornamentaltrees. 842,000 coniferous
trees, besides many other plant trees
not mentioned here.
One diseased lot means an injury to

? an entire community, one pest, like the
pink boll-worm, may deestrov a staple
crop, and the thin line of defense
against these possible invaders is that

» created by the committee with the unwieldlyname, "federal horticultural
1 board."
i

Oliveless Days.
IJ^KITISH CONSUL NUGENT said at a

"They tell a pood story about a Greek

army corps that surrendered to the Germansand was taken into food-stripped
Germany to he the guest of the nation.
"At Chemnitz, the story runs, a committeeof famished Greek soldiers waited

on the German commandant and said:
"They told us that here in Chemnits,

commandant, the government would at
least give us some rations.'
" "Yes, and that's right, too.' said the

German commandant, genially, as he took
a huge packet of cards from his desk.
'Here are your Greek ration cards speciallygot up by us for our revered Greek
guests. They entitle every Greek soldier
to six olives a day live days per week,
and. furthermore, on the two "oliveless
days," they entitle each and every one

of you to a cracker and a half-pint of
coffee substitute.' "

FOl 53 YEARS f
Fannie 1,. Halsted. Miss Belle S. Tracy,
Miss Elizabeth Stoner, Miss Mary
Burke, Miss J. L Wall and Mrs. A. C.
Harris were appointed. These were

the first women for whom Congress
made an appropriation.
Not one of these women remains in

the government service; the majority
of them are dead, but it is an interestingfact that several of Gen. Spinner'sappointees are yet in the office
of the treasurer of the United States.
The woman who has served longest

i»i thA Troasnrv Oenartment. the first
branch of the government to employ
women in its service, is Miss Ella R.
Hyde, now in the office of the controllerof the currency. Miss Hyde entered
the Treasury Department as an employeon December 22, 1864, and has
rendered a term of nearly fifty-two
years of unbroken and efficient service.

Butterfly Sounds.
ONE does not think of butterflies as

making any sounds, nor of caterpillarsas noisy creatures, yet the carefulstudent will find some use for his
ears in observing the habits of both.
-Certain species of butterflies produce

sound <luring certain movements. The

"whip" butterfly, when surprised,
makes a noise like the snap of a lash,
by opening and shutting its wings in

quick succession. Some hibernating
butterflies, when disturbed, make a

faint hissing sound by slowly depressingand raising their wings. The noise
thus produced resembles that made by
blowing slowly through closed teeth.
Other sounds resemble the friction of
sandpa per.

a i o miml.ar r\f oatf«rnillflp(j make
sound by striking the head against the
leaf on which they are resting or by
swinging the head from side to side,
catching the mandibles in the roughnessof the leaf or on the silken
threads spun upon it. It is said that a
certain kind of chrysalis, when .disturbed.emits a slight, sharp chirp or
clicking noise.

A Chinese Review.
6iJ»Tp HE allies are all right now," said

den. Samuel G. BIythe at a dinnerin Pasadena, "but in the beginning,
beside the Germans' 420s and poison
gas machines and vitriol sprays and
machine guns innumerable.wellK the
allies were like the Chinese in the
Chino-Japanese war.

"At the beginning of the Chino-J&DAnesewar one of our military attaches
attended a Chinese review. A Chinese
regiment took the field and went
through a very curious performance.
They carried long bamboo fishing-rod
things, and with these they rusjied at
one another, yelling wildly and makingvery queer gestures and grimaces.
" What's the game?' asked our attache.
" This regiment,' a Chinese general

answered, 'is one of our very oldest.
It is now practicing a form of assault
which dates from prehistoric times.
The idea is to trip the enemy with the
long wand, throw water in his face,
and. in the midst of his bewilderment
at this extraordinary treatment, to cut
off his head.' "

A Good Comeback.
GOV. MARCUS H. HOLCOMB said, the

other day in Hartford, apropos of
the Mexican situation:
"That v as a good retort on our secretary'spart. Yes, it was as crushing

a retort as the young lady's:
" 'Lots of women have no sense of

humor,' a young man said to a young
lady. i
" 'Well, what of thatr she sneered.

'Lots of men have no sense at all.*"


